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where to fix herself; and asked permission of the King
to come and take leave of him at Marly. She came
there from Paris on Tuesday, the 6th of August, so
as to arrive as he left dinner, that is, about ten o'clock.
She was immediately admitted into the cabinet of the
King, with whom she remained tete-a-tete full half an
hour. She passed immediately to the apartments of
Madame de Maintenon, with whom she remained an
hour; and then got into her coach and returned to
Paris. I only knew of this leave-taking by her arrival
at Marly, where I had some trouble in meeting her.
As chance would have it, I went in search of her coach
to ask her people what had become of her, and was
speaking to them when, lo and behold! she herself
arrived. She seemed very glad to see me, and made me
mount with her into her coach, where for little less
than an hour we discoursed very freely. She did not
dissimulate from me her fears; the coldness the King
and Madame de Maintenon had testified for her through
all their politeness; the isolation she found herself in
at the Court, even in Paris; and the uncertainty in which
she was as to the choice of a retreat; all this in detail,
and nevertheless without complaint, without regret,
without weakness; always reassured and superior to
events, as though some one else were in question. She
touched lightly upon Spain, upon the ascendency the
Queen was acquiring already over the King, giving me
to understand that it could not be otherwise; running
lightly and modestly over the Queen, and always prais-
ing the goodness of the King of Spain. Fear, on ac-
count of the passers-by, put an end to our conversation.
She was very gracious to me; expressed regret that we